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Application No.: Not Yet Assigned Docket No.: SONYJP 3.3-357 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions 
and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (currently amended) A communications system^ comprising^ 
e^— an information processing apparatus^ and 

an information management apparatus operable to manag^r-a^e 

content St — in which : j_ 

said information processing apparatus including-: 

incl u d e s : 

playing means for playing content provided from 
said information management apparatus via a networks- 
first request means for requesting that said 
information management apparatus^ store a time stamp and in 
association with predetermined identification information^rft 
association when it is instructod ; while said content is played 
by said playing means, in response to an instruction that the 
said time stamp representing tfeea playing position of said 
content at that moment be stored; and 

second request means for transmitting notif ying 
said information management apparatus of said identification 
information to said information management apparatus and for 
requesting the playing of said content from ^rhe said playing 
position represented by said time stamp, m^ wherein 
is characterized in that: 

said identification information includes 

information allotted to each user and information allotted to 
each user group, and 

said playing means is operable to play-s said 
content from said playing position represented by said time 
stamp provided from said information management apparatus in 
accordance with the request by said second request means~i_ and 
said information management apparatus including : 
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includes : 

providing means for providing said content to 
said information processing apparatus via said network; and 

storing means for storing said time stamp and in 
association with said identification information in association 
in accordance with the — request from said information processing 
apparatus , and wherein 
±s — ch ara cterized in — that : 

said providing means is operable to provider said 
content from -ferhe said playing position represented by said time 
stamp when 7 — from said information processing apparatus— 
transmits said identification information is notified and 
requests the playing of said content from ^e said playing 
position represented by said time stamp stored by said storing 
means — 3rS — requested . 

2. (currently amended) A communications- method in a 
communication system comprising of including an information 
processing apparatus and an information management apparatus 
operable to manag ing e contents, in which the communication method 
comprising : 

=}-Ft — zVfi—e- rma t ic n — pro ce ssing method of — said information 

processing apparatus 
comprises : 

a playing step of playing content provided from 
said information management apparatus via a network; 

a — first request step of requesting that said 
information management apparatus te— store a time stamp a nd in 
association with predetermined identification information in 
association when — it is — instructed, — while — said content — is played 
by the process — e£ during said playing stepr in response to an 
instruction to store that the said time stamp representing ^-hea 
playing position of said content at that moment— be — stored ; and 
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a second request step of notifying said 
i n f ormation manag e ment apparatus of - transmitting said 
identification information to said information management 
apparatus and requesting the playing of said content from 
-^■h-e said playing position represented by said time stamp, said 
identification information including information allotted to 
each user and information allotted to each user group, and 
i-s — character i zed — m — that : 

said playing step plays said content from -j^he said 

playing position represented by said time stamp provided from 
said information management apparatus in accordance with said 
step of requesting the playing thc request by the process of said 
second request step is played by the process of said playing 
step , j_ and 

an information management method of said information 

management — apparatus 
comprises : 

a providing step of providing said content to 

said information processing apparatus via said network; — etpt^ 

a storing step of storing a said time stamp a n d in 
association with said identification information ; and^ -ft 
associa tio n in accordance with the request from said information 
processing apparatus , — arfi-et 
is characterized in that: 

providing said content to said information 
processing apparatus via said network is provided by the process 
of said providing step from a said playing position represented 
by said time stamp when 7 — from said inf or mation processing 
apparatus, said transmitting step transmits said identification 
information is notified and said step of requesting the playing 
requests the playing of said content from ^h-e said playing 
position represented by said time stamp stored by the process of 
said st o r i ng step — i-s — requested . 
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3. (currently amended) An information processing apparatus, 
charactorizcd by having : comprising : 

playing means for playing content provided via a 
network from an information management apparatus managing said 
content via — a — network ; 

first request means for requesting said that the 
information management apparatus ^e— store a time stamp a-e-din 
association with predetermined identification information^ra 
association when it is instructed , while said content is played 
by said playing means, that in response to an instruction to 
store said time stamp representing a playing position of said 
content at that moment— be — stored ; and 

second request means for transmitting said 
identification information to the information management 
apparatus and for requesting the playing of said content from 
^ esaid playing position represented by said time stamp, 
and wherein 

characterized in that: 

said identification information includes information 

allotted to each user and information allotted to each user 
group, and 

said playing means is operable to pi aye said content 
from said playing position represented by said time stamp 
provided from said information manag ement apparatus in 
accordance with the request by said second request means. 

4. (currently amended) The information processing apparatus 
as claimed in Claim 3, characterized in that wherein : 

in a — case where — storage of said time — stamp io — instructed 

when it is — instructed that the playing of said content be 

stopped, — said first request means ma-y is operable to request that 

the information management apparatus te— stop providing said 
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content as well as to and store said time stamp upon issuance of 
an instruction to stop the playing of said content . 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (currently amended) The information processing apparatus 
as claimed in Claim 3, further comprising : 

characterized by further having third request means for 
requesting that a viewing status information management 
apparatus that manages viewing status information to store 
viewing status information representing a viewing status of said 
content, and 

characterized in that wherein said second request means is 
operable to requests the playing of said content from ^^e said 
playing position represented by said time stamp in accordance 
with said viewing status of said content represented by said 
viewing status information. 

7. (currently amended) An information processing method, 
characterized by including comprising : 

a playing — step of playing content provided from said an 
information management apparatus via a network; 

a — first — request step of requesting said that the 
information management apparatus tre— store a time stamp and in 
association with predetermined identification information i n 
association when it is instructed, while said content is played 
by the process of during said playing step— in response to an 
instruction to store that the said time stamp representing ttea 
playing position of said content at that moment— be — stored ; and 

a second request step of notifying said information 

management apparatus — e^— transmitting said identification 

information to the information management apparatus and 

requesting the playing of said content from t^e said playing 
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position represented by said time stamp, said identification 
information including information allotted to each user and 
information allotted to each user group, and the playing step 
plays , a nd 

characterized in that: 

said content from -ferhe said playing position represented 

by said time stamp provided from said information management 
apparatus in accordance with said step of requesting the 
playing. the request by the process of said second request step 
is played by the process of said playing stop. 

8. (currently amended) A recording medium having recorded 
therein a computer readable program for carrying out an 
information processing method , said program in formation 
processing method comprising : 
characterized by including: 

a playing step of playing content provided from oaid an 
information management apparatus via a network; 

a first request step of requesting said that the 
information management apparatus te-store a time stamp and in 
association with predetermined identification information irft 
association when it is instructed, — while said content is played 
by the p r ocess of during said playing step-? — that the in response 
to an instruction to store said time stamp representing th-ea 
playing position of said content at that moment be stored ; and 

a second request step of notifying said information 
management: apparatus of transmitting said identification 
information to the information management apparatus and 
requesting the playing of said content from ^fee said playing 
position represented by said time stamp, en^ said identification 
information including information allotted to each user and 
information allotted to each user group, and the playing step 
plays 
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characterized in that: 

said content from ^rh-e said playing position represented 

by said time stamp provided from said information management 
apparatus in accordance with said step of requesting the 
playing thc request by the process of said second request step is 
played by the process — e-f — said playing step , 

9. (currently amended) A system for processing information, 

comprising : program to b e executed by a computer, characterized 

by — including : 

a processor operable to execute instructions; and 

instructions for carrying out an information 

processing method, the information processing method including: 

a playing step of playing content provided from said an 
information management apparatus via a network; 

a first request step of requesting said that the 
information management apparatus to store a time stamp gnd in 
association with predetermined identification inf ormation^b-n 
association when — it is — instructed, — while said content is played 
by the process of during said playing step— that the in response 
to an instruction to store said time stamp representing tbea 
playing position of said content at that moment— be — stored ; and 

a — second request — step — of notifying — said information 
managem e nt apparatus — transmitting said identification 
information to the information management apparatus and 
requesting the playing of said content from ^e said playing 
position represented by said time stamp, said identification 
information including information allotted to each user and 
information allotted to each user group, and the playing step 
plays a^d 

characterized in — that : 

said content from trh-e said playing position represented 

by said time stamp provided from said information management 
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apparatus in accordance with said step of requesting the 
playing ^he — request by — the process — of said second request step is 
played by the process of said playing step . 

10. (currently amended) An information management apparatus, 
comprising : 

characterized by including: 

providing means for providing via a — network 
predetermined content to an information processing apparatus 
that is connected via said a network; and 

storing means for storing a time stamp 7 — which 
represents a playing position for said content provided by said 
providing means, — arn-d in association with predetermined 
identification information in association in accordance with a 
request from said the information processing apparatus, said time 
stamp representing a playing position of said content provided 
by said providing means, wherein a-n-d 
characterized in that: 

said providing means is operable to providers- said 
content from the playing position represented by said time stamp 
when- — from said the information processing apparatus— transmits 
said identification information is notified and requests that 
the playing of said content be played from the playing position 
represented by said time stamp stored by said storing means is 
requested . 

11. (currently amended) The information management apparatus 
as claimed in Claim 10, further comprising : 

characterized by further incl uding viewing status 
information storing means for storing viewing status 
information-? — whi c h represent-s- ing a viewing status of said 
content— in accordance with a request from said the information 
processing apparatus , and 
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wherein charactcrizcd in that, — in a case where said viewing 
■s-ba-Bj-s-f-e^c G cn te d. by said viewing status information stored by 
said viewing — status — information — storing means — indicates — that 
said content has — not been played to the — end, said providing 
means is operable to provider said content from the playing 
position represented by said time stamp when the viewing status 
of said content represented by the viewing status information 
indicates that said content has not been played to the end . 

12. (currently amended) An information management method, 

characterized by including comprising : 

a providing step of providing via a network 
predetermined content to an information processing apparatus 
that — ars — connected via thc a network-^ and 

a storing step of storing a time stamp-? — which 
represents a playing position for said content provided by the 
process of said providing step, — a-nd in association with 
predetermined identification information in — association in 
accordance with a request from said the information processing 
apparatus, ar-nd— said time stamp representing a playing position 
of said content provided by said providing step, wherein 

characterized in that: 

said content — is provided by the process of said 
providing step provides said content from e the playing position 
represented by said time stamp when 7 — f r om said the information 
processing apparatus-? — said transmits said identification 
information 4rS — notified and requests that the playing of said 
content be played from the playing position represented by said 
time stamp stored by the process of said storing step is 
requested . 

13. (currently amended) A recording medium having recorded 

therein a computer readable program for carrying out an 
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information management method, the information management method 
comprising —: 

characterized by including: 

a providing step of providing via — a networje 
predetermined content to an information processing apparatus 
that — 3^s — connected via thc a network; and 

a storing step of storing a time stamp-? — which 
represents a playing position for said content provided by the 
process of said providing step, — a-n-d in association with 
predetermined identification information in association in 
accordance with a request from said the information processing 
apparatus, e-n-d— said time stamp representing a playing position 
of said content provided by said providing step, wherein 
characterized in — that : 

said content is provided by the process of said 
providing step provides said content from a the playing position 
represented by said time stamp when 7 — from said the information 
processing apparatus-? — said transmits said identification 
information is notified and requests that the playing of said 
content be played from the playing position represented by said 
time stamp^ stored by the process of said storing step is 
requested . 

14. (currently amended) A system for managing information, 
comprising : pr o gram to be executed by a computer, 
qhoractcrized by includin g: 

a processor operable to execute instructions; and 

instructions for carrying out an information 

management method, the information management method including: 

a providing step of providing via a network 
predetermined content to an information processing apparatus 
that — ±-s — connected via thc a network; and 
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a storing step of storing a time stamp-7 — which 
represents a playing position — for said content provided by the 
process — e-§ — said providing step , — a-nd in association with 
predetermined identification information 4rB — association in 
accordance with a request from said the information processing 
apparatus, and said time stamp representing a playing position of 
said content provided by said providing step, wherein 
characterized in that: 

said content is provided by the process of said 
providing step provides said content from e- the playing position 
represented by said time stamp when^ — from — said the information 
processing apparatus- transmits said identification information 
is n o tified and requests that the playing of said content be 
played from the playing position represented by said time stamp 
stored by the process of said storing step is requested . 
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